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JOHN CLAYTON, OF JAMES CITY, AFTERWARDS OF 
CROFTON, YORKSHIRE. 

[Sloane 1008. f. 335] 

James City 
Hononr'd Doct. Ap. the 24 [16] 84. 

I am now in Virgin)' in good health god be praisd we had 
a tedious long voiage twelve weekes twixt land & land as to 
noveltys 1 can give you no account tis the multitude distract me 
& the shortnesse of my time will not permit tis now our Great 
Assembly & on Sunday by a peculiar order from the Govener & 
Councell I am to preach so that somthing peculiar is expected & 
I must mind my hits to preserve that blooming repute I have got 
I have had the happinesse to be cried up farr beyond my deserts 
the people are peculiarly obliging, quick & subtile. The land 
fertile eomodious pleasant & healthfull saveing only the Distemper 
of the Colick that is predominant & has miserable sad effects it 
begins wth violent gripes wch declineing takes away the use of 
limbs their ringers stand stifly bent the hands of some hang as 
if they were loose at the wrists from the arms, they are scelatons 
so meager & leane that a consumption might seeme a fatning to 
them, cruelly are they distracted wth a flatus & at length those that 
seemeingly recover are oft troubled wth a sort of a gout pray 
send me yr opinion wt course might be most proper for I dread 
it myself. And direct me wt Authors have writ concerning it 
I would now give you a further account of the Country but that 
then my thoughts might be as wild as the place it is all one con- 
tinued wood but take this in short its a place where plenty makes 
poverty, Ignorance ingenuiety, & coveteousnesse causes hospitality 
that is thus every one covets so mch & There is such vast extent 
of land that they spread so far they cannot manage well a hun- 
dred pt of wt they have evry one can live at ease & therefore they 
scorne & hate to worke to advantage themselves so are poor wth 
abundance They have few Scholars so that every one studys to 
be halfe Physitian halfe Lawyer & wth a naturall accutenesse 
would amuse thee for want of bookes they read men the more 
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Then for the third thing Ordinarys [ ?] Inns are extreame expen- 
sive wherefore wth a eomon impudence they'le goe to a mans 
house for diet & lodgeings tho they have no acquaintance at all 
rather than be at the expense to lie at an Inn & being grown into 
rank custom it makes them seem liberal] when the trouble of our 
General] Assembly [is over a] full account of affairs I shall then 
send but this busie time happening so imediately after my come- 
ing here makes both my hands full yet I was resolvd to force me to 
scrawl a line or two to him I so inch respect & shall ever honer 
& the Dear Dr. Williamson whom I shall ever desire to oblige & 
serve as a Faithful 1 friend 

J Clayton. 1 

Pray send me an account of all new bookes Experimts or other 
tilings happen Amongst the patients you may perhaps meet wth 
some one has a peculiar knack at makeing cheese a very good 
Chesshire cheese might oblige & should not be wth out a returne 
wt ever you would send to me letter or so forth directing it for 
me at James Citty Virginy. Sending it to Mr. Perry & Lane 
Merchants in London. 

My humble respects & service to that honest dear rogue H 
Harper & his brothers as also to the Apothecarys &c our friends. 
[From British transcripts, Library of Congress.] 



iThis letter was written by John Clayton, who was minister at 
Jamestown from 1684 to 1686. He was in May, 1688, rector of Crofton 
in Yorkshire. Dr. L. G. Tyler calls attention in his Cradle of the 
Republic (p. 141) to a letter of Clayton to Robert Boyle, dated at 
Jamestown, June 23, 1684. The present letter is in the Sloane manu- 
scripts 1008, f. 335, and the text is from the copy in the series en- 
titled British Transcripts in the Library of Congress. This John 
Clayton is not to be confused with the John Clayton, the botanist. 
The author of this letter was also the author of the well known let- 
ters descriptive of Virginia, published in the Philosophical Trans- 
actions of the Royal Society of London, v. 17 and 18, and v. 41. See 
Swem, E. G. Bibliography of Virginia, Part I, nos. 1018, 1019, and 
1020. This letter may have been written to Dr. Nehemiah Grew, to 
whom we know that he wrote in 1687 about Virginia after his re- 
turn to England (Phil. Transactions Royal Society, v. 41, p. 143-162.) 



